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Economic development and health are interrelated

Based on this graph, what conclusions can you draw about 
the relationship between economic development and health?



Socioeconomic status (SES) measures a person’s 

position in society based on certain characteristics

There are many ways to measure SES, including:

If a man doesn’t own a house or a car but has a college 
education, why does it make sense that he would have a higher 
SES than someone without a college diploma? What does it tell 
about his ability to earn money? What does it tell about his 
ability to make reasoned decisions in complex situations?
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Income, education, and employment impact each other

Employment

IncomeEducation



Poverty is why:

• Babies are not vaccinated.

• Clean water and sanitation 
are lacking.

Poverty is “the world’s biggest killer and the greatest 

cause of ill-health”

• Curative drugs and other treatments 
are not available.

• Mothers die in childbirth.

—World Health Report, 1995



This map shows literacy rates worldwide in 2011.

What do you remember about health indicators in the blue 
areas of the map? What about the red and orange areas?

Literacy and education have a direct correlation with 

health status



The under-5 mortality rate correlates closely to the 

literacy rate



For women, education correlates with fertility rate

Besides fertility rate, what other health indicators do you 
think are affected by women’s education and literacy rates?

In each country, the fertility rate (average number of 
children) correlates with a woman’s education level.



Employment can prevent poverty or cause illness

What types of jobs do you think can cause health problems?

• One or more wage earners can lift a family out of 
poverty.

• However, some jobs make people more prone to 
illness or injury.



Socioeconomic development has a major impact 

on health

Health is affected by:

• Education

• Income

• Employment

These three things together can improve a person’s 
health or make it worse.
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