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Socioeconomic Status (SES) 

SES measures a person's position in society based on several characteristics.  



Ways SES is measured….

● Ownership of certain assets

● Occupation

● Amount and type of education

● Residential area



Employment,Education, & Income are all 

Interconnected

Employment - The condition of being paid to work

Education - The process of giving or receiving systematic instruction

Income - Money received on a regular basis from work or through investment 



For women, education correlates with fertility rate



Literacy and education have a direct correlation 
with health status 

● Literacy- a person’s ability to read and write well enough to handle everyday tasks. 

● Literacy plays an important role in health care because literate people are better able 

to read and understand information about medical issues. 

● However, being illiterate can make it difficult for a person to understand medical 

information.



Employment can prevent poverty or cause illness

In most cases depending in how literate you are, that determines the quality of the  

working environment you will be placed in. 

Low-skill jobs, such as manual labor, may be the only work available for people 

with limited education or people who are illiterate. Many of which are dangerous 

and pose health hazards for instance jobs such as:

● Road builders  

● Sewage cleaner



Poverty is the “world’s biggest killer and the 
greatest cause of ill health”

● People who lack income live in poverty. 

● Approximately 1 in every 6 people in the world try to survive on less than $1 per 

person per day.

● Poor communities are more likely to suffer from unhealthy drinking water, poor 

sanitation and lack of water for personal hygiene. Resulting in outbreaks of diseases 

contributing to mass deaths.



GDP and Life expectancy 

Gross domestic product (GDP) is the average total value of goods produced and services 

provided by each person in a country in a year.

Life expectancy is a  statistical measure of the measure of the average time a person 

expected to live based the year of their birth ,their age, and other demographic







Equity and Inequity 

Equity means eliminating differences in health care due to factors like : 

● A person’s gender 

● A person’s religion 

● Where a person lives and works 

● A person’s ethnicity

Health Inequity is a difference in health status that is unfair but that is also avoidable and 

fixable.



What is UNDP

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is an international organization working in 177 countries to 

help people build a better life. Work includes:

● Democratic leadership – helping people have a voice in their country’s governance, working to support free 

and honest elections, and strengthening governmental agencies so that all people are treated justly 

● Poverty – reducing poverty around the world 

● Crisis management – helping countries prepare for and recover from war, civil unrest, and natural disasters

● Environmental issues – reducing carbon emissions, finding sources of green energy, eliminating pollutants, 

and encouraging sustainable development

● HIV/AIDS – reducing the number of infections and helping to care for those that are infected by it.



What is WHO

The World Health Organization (WHO) is the body of the United Nations (UN) responsible for directing and 

coordinating health.

Who is the international voice of leadership on health issue around the world. Its work include

● Health security – responding to health threats that require international cooperation

● Health systems – helping countries to improve their health systems so that medical care is available to the 

population 

● Research – developing new research-based policies to guide health care around the world

● Partnerships – working with other UN agencies, governments, NGOs, and the private sector toward quality 

health care for all people



What is UNICEF

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is an international organization that focuses on the rights of children. 

They works on: 

● Health care – from maternal and neonatal health through childhood vaccinations and child development 

● Education – especially girls’ education, since in many countries girls receive less education than boys 

● HIV/AIDS – reducing mother-to-child transmission and caring for babies and children with HIV/AIDS      •    

Protection – caring for children during emergencies and working toward a day when no child is threatened, 

abused, or exploited
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What is CDC

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is the public health institute for the United States. 

It works to:

● Identify, investigate, and monitor health problems and trends 

● Research and implement preventive measures 

● Advocate for public health policy 

● Promote healthy behaviors and encourage safe and healthy environments



The World Bank

The World Bank is made up of 187 countries that work together to fight poverty around the globe. The goal is to 

help these countries improve their:

● Education 

● Health care 

● Public administration

● Infrastructure

● Financial and private-sector development 

● Agriculture, environmental, and natural resource management



Conclusion 

There are many organizations that are doing what they can to improve global 

health. The greater the population of educated individuals, the less likely a country 

is to being a victim of poverty and disease outbreaks.


